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Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program 
Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Report Summary 

 

FY 2021 Fiscal Highlights 
 
Total Acquisition Funding in Federal FY 2021 (10/1/20 – 9/30/21) $5,492,595 

Total Program Operations Funding Allocated (7/1/20 – 6/30/21) $1,702,922 

Total Program Funding Spent (by 6/30/2021) $1,205,260 

Total acres protected in Federal FY 2021  210.4 

 
Conservation Spotlight 

 
 
One important Oregon 
Conservation Strategy Species 
that benefits from WWMP 
acquisitions is the Western 
Pond Turtle (Actinemys 
marmorata). Population 
declines have been caused by 
habitat loss, degradation of 
nesting areas by invasive 
plants, competition from non- 
native turtles, and disease. 

Turtles need sparse vegetation 
for digging nests and like to 
bask on logs. 
 

Fortunately, the WWMP has permanently protected several properties like the Muddy 
Valley Habitat Reserve near Amity that offer excellent breeding, nesting, and rearing 
habitat for protection of sustainable populations of turtles. Muddy Valley is owned and 
managed by the Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation District. 

 

 

 

 

 
A juvenile western pond turtle sampled at Yamhill 
SWCD’s Muddy Valley Habitat Reserve during an 
ODFW turtle census project in August 2021. 
 



2 | P a g e  

FY 2021 Acquisition Project Summary and Costs 

 
Project Sponsor Fee Title Acres Cost to the WWMP 

Oak Haven Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz 
Indians 

102.3 $1,053,000 

Takilth Confederated 
Tribes of Grand 

108.1 $1,105,394 

 Ronde   

Total  210.4 $2,158,394 

 
In 2021, there were three projects in total recommended for funding for a total of 
$3,733,919 and an average cost of $8,335 per acre. Of these projects, only two 
projects successfully closed as one project was withdrawn.  
The Oak Haven project is in proximity to multiple protected properties in the vicinity, 
and it was felt that this added to the strong habitat connectivity in the ar. 

Given the current 
condition of the 
habitat, a 
relatively small 
investment in 
future restoration 
will reap large 
rewards. These 
types of flat, oak 
woodland 
habitats on valley 
floor are few—
they are more 
common in the 
foothills. 

The Takilth 
project contained 
a number of old gravel pit excavations that had evolved into ponds and vernal pools 
that are currently functioning very well for reptiles and amphibians. 
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This property has almost ¾ mile of Mill Creek flowing through it, which contains cutthroat 
trout. steelhead, and coho salmon along with other native fish populations. Future 
restoration projects may include aquatic habitat improvements. This project also has a 
large component of restorable upland habitat. 

2021 Program Highlights 
 

 WWMP staff continue to work with ODFW database staff to update the on-line 
application based on partner feedback and to streamline WWMP program files in 
preparation for importation into the program database. This database is still under 
development. 

 

 
 

 In 2021, WWMP staff provided input and assistance to BPA staff for the 
development of a formal agreement with a program partner to become in 
compliance with the terms and conditions of Bonneville Power Administration 
(BPA) held conservation easements. 
 

 WWMP staff worked with ODFW Information and Education staff to overhaul the 
ODFW WWMP website. Every WWMP property is now located on a map along 
with a link to a description of the property, its habitats and conservation values. 
 

 WWMP staff coordinated with ODFW Information and Education staff to design an 
on-line comment form and advertised in traditional and social media as part of 
public outreach conducted for two proposed ODFW FY 2022 acquisitions.  

https://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/willamette_wmp/index.asp
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 WWMP staff received over 25 specific comments and questions about the 

proposed acquisitions through these efforts in addition to comments received at 
two public meetings. 

 
 WWMP staff continue to make solid progress reviewing land management plans 

leading to plan acknowledgement, providing input to assist BPA in issuing land 
use agreements, supplying support letters for partner grant applications, and 
providing overall support to program proponents. WWMP staff will work on 
crafting a timeline to address the last remaining LMPs that need to be updated or 
have yet to be acknowledged by BPA.  
 

 WWMP staff assisted with a workshop addressing conservation grazing practices 
for private landowners. The workshop focused on protection of conservation 
species like vesper sparrow and other grassland dependent birds and mammals 
through the use of rotational grazing, conservation easements, and pasture 
management. 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 The on-going pandemic caused this to be the second year the WWMP 
conducted all project reviews virtually, including the annual meeting and site 
tours. WWMP staff have learned to effectively assemble, conduct, and assist 
proponents with preparing virtual site reviews and other important project 
reviews that in the past were in person. 
 

 Based on the experience of the past year, WWMP staff plan to coordinate with 
project proponents to provide the option of in-person site tours in 2022 for 
interested TRT and WAG members following Covid safety protocols. Staff will 
work with proponents as early as possible to outline the schedule and 
expectations for these tours. 
 

 WWMP staff need to better assess how to target assistance and outreach to new 
proponents with new staff who are applying to the WWMP for the first time. 
 

 Every year it becomes more of a challenge for proponents and WWMP staff to 
find yellow book certified appraisers to service WWMP projects. This has become 
especially true for conservation easement properties. 
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A western bumblebee (Bombus 
occidentalis) enjoys a flower on 
a restored vernal pool section of 
ODFW’s South Coyote property. 

 
 
 
Program Goals for 2022 
 

 WWMP staff is working with BPA to close one ODFW 
WWMP acquisition by December 31, 2021, and 
another by September 20. Staff is busy finalizing the 
conservation easements and other real estate details 
for these acquisitions and looks forward to learning the 
properties and developing the land management plans. 

 
 WWMP and other ODFW staff continue to make 

progress on developing a database to manage 
WWMP files and data. Phase 1 will include data 
currently 
stored in a spreadsheet. Phase 2 is in the planning 
stages and will include habitat and compliance 
monitoring data that has been collected on various 
WWMP properties over the past several years. 

 

 WWMP and ODFW outreach staff continue to 
develop WWMP public outreach using virtual and 

social media platforms. Opportunities discussed 
include Zoom classes on bird identification at 
WWMP properties, virtual site tours, Facebook 
Live events, maintaining an Instagram presence 
through the @myodfw platform and a specific podcast that will highlight the 
restoration occurring on the properties that will be part of the popular Beaver 
State podcast series. 

 
 WWMP staff will work with WWMP project proponents to create a list of 

“shovel ready” restoration projects with information about habitat, permitting 
needs (if any), cost, conservation values, and readiness. This will assist 
WWMP staff in efficiently targeting and prioritizing projects for future funding priorities 
as they become available. 

 

ODFW Project Highlights 
 
A large-scale restoration project at Palensky Wildlife Area was completed by CREST 
(Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce) and their contractors (BCI). This 417-acre 
wildlife area is owned by BPA and is managed by ODFW. The project lasted months 
and included a variety of interesting restoration components. 
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Marsh plain lowering occurred at several locations to obtain ideal elevations for the 
establishment of native vegetation, and improved habitat overall. Wetland connectivity 
was enhanced by adding swales. The addition of beaver dam analogs and the 
placement of a significant amount of large woody debris in the channel will increase 
water retainment.  

To improve fish passage, a water control structure was removed, and two culverts will 
soon be replaced by channel spanning bridges. All areas where earthwork occurred 
were replanted with native vegetation. ODFW staff assisted in restoration efforts by 
leading pre-construction bird nest surveys and amphibian salvage/relocation activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoration is nearly complete at Coyote Creek South, a 309-acre ODFW-owned 
WWMP property that was purchased in 2013. Through a combination of WWMP 
operations and maintenance funds, outside grant funding from Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board (OWEB), the City of Eugene, the Long Tom Watershed Council, the 
Oregon Youth Corps, and Ducks Unlimited, this property has been transformed from an 
active rye grass field into vernal pools and seasonal wetlands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

These hibernacula (places where amphibians and reptiles seek shelter for the winter), 
and turtle basking structures were part of the restoration work at Palensky Wildlife Area. 
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Integrated Resources Management staff prepare to treat an area of native wapato (Sagittaria latifolia) for 
the invasive Ludwigia plant. Wapato was highly prized by indigenous people for its value as a food plant 
and is also an important forage for Oregon Conservation Strategy species like trumpeter swans. This 
area of wapato is the largest known on this stretch of the Willamette River. 

This site has proved to be a sanctuary for many Oregon conservation strategy species 
such as northern red legged frogs, western meadowlarks, streaked horned larks, western 
bluebirds, monarch butterflies, western bumblebees, Nelson’s checkermallow, and 
Bradshaw’s lomatium.  A story map and brochure that more fully describe the restoration  
project were produced by the Long Tom Watershed Council.  

Restoration continues at the 290-acre Gail Achterman Wildlife Area (GAWA). This area is one 
of the largest and most intact riparian forest habitats remaining along the Willamette mainstem 
below Harrisburg, and one of the only significant riparian forests in the 34-mile stretch between 
the Santiam River confluence and Willamette Mission State Park. A large backwater slough is 
present in the northern portion of the site, and side channels extend along the entire western 
side of the property. These side-channel areas provide habitat for amphibians and waterfowl 
and are important refugia for salmonids during high flow events. By purchasing the property in 
2015, ODFW removed the imminent threat of gravel mining for which the property was zoned 
and permitted. Working in partnership with Willamette Riverkeeper, WWMP staff was awarded 
restoration funding through OWEB’s Willamette Focused Investment Partnership funding 
program. This funding has allowed aggressive removal of invasive species such as Himalayan 
blackberry and reed canary grass in the riparian forest areas, and Ludwigia, an invasive aquatic 
weed, in the off-channel sloughs. WWMP staff has also been investigating reconnecting side 
channels to the main river channel to provide more fish habitat benefits.  
 
In the summer of 2021, WWMP staff completed four small, large woody debris placement 
projects as an experiment to see if this will recruit more wood and provide complex side- 
channel habitat for fish over time. Over time, WWMP staff expect to see many more benefits to 
fish and wildlife with the completion of these restoration efforts at GAWA. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/bc3ffd9f95fb4d9b828e85b7351f3a7c
https://www.longtom.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Coyote-Creek-South-Telling-the-Story-Brochure_2020-03-26.pdf
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 A streaked horned lark nestling being banded. 

At Herbert Farms Natural Area, a 25-acre 
field was seeded in fall 2020 to create a 
mosaic of bare ground and sparse, low-stature 
vegetation. This field had been in chemical 
fallow since 2014 and was successfully 
converted from annual rye grass to native 
vegetation.  This field also has two berms that 
were constructed by the USFWS Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife Program to create flooded 
swales that would produce more streaked 
horned lark-friendly habitat. A further 84 acres 
of farmland was put into chemical fallow in 
2017-2018, creating bare ground in 2019 and 
2020 which attracted small numbers of larks, 
some of which bred. About half this area was 
seeded in fall 2020. The other half will be in 
chemical fallow during 2021. Two new berms 
will be created at swale outlets to provide more 
bare ground and sparse vegetation as waters 
recede in the spring. This is hoped to provide 
ongoing lark habitat. Due to concerns from the 
City of Corvallis (landowner) and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (the 
conservation easement holder) over the long-
term cost of maintaining bare ground and 
sparse vegetation, most of the newly created 
habitat will be more standard prairie restoration 
which is less likely to be favorable for larks.  

In 2019, 2 nesting pairs of larks were observed. One nest was located, and 3 fledglings were 
banded. The 2nd nest was not located, but 1 unbanded fledgling was observed at the site.  In 
2020, there were 3 confirmed nesting pairs (although the female of 1 pair was likely killed by a 
raptor in mid-May). Three more lark nests were located and monitored. One nest was 
successful, fledging two young. The other 2 nests were lost due to predation, with predation of 
nestlings in one and eggs in the other. An additional nest start was located, but no eggs were 
ever recorded. Lark monitoring will continue in 2021. 
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